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In the words of the report:

"With the concentration of the population in cities, the growing pollu-

tion of streams and lakes, and the rapidly increasing difficulty of obtaining

adequate and suitable municipal water supplies, together with the marked

tendency toward the acceptance of higher standards of municipal, no less

than of personal conduct, the impending problems of sanitation loom large

and important. There must be an increased volume of research work, and

much painstaking experimentation, if the sanitary engineer of the future

is to be fully equipped for his great task."

As for the plant itself, it is to be established near the foot of the hill,

in a little orchard, about five hundred feet northeast from the building of

the General Hospital, where the slope is favorable to the laying out of the

different parts of the plant in a compact and economical manner, allowing

the city waste to pass from the city main on Glen Avenue to the station by

gravity. The actual equipment of the plant includes the installation of a
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septic tank, an Imhoff tank, contact filters, a trickling filter, sand filters, as

well as various other processes and devices exemplifying the latest discov1

eries in this field. The estimated cost of installation is $3,778, which in-

cludes one unit of each of the different methods.

In the future it is also hoped that facilities for investigations, relating

to the purification of water somewhat similar in character and purpose to

these just outlined for the treatment of sewage, will be installed. This phase

of the work, it is thought, however, can profitably be deferred, since it is

felt that it is undesirable to undertake too many things at the beginning,

and of course it will be much easier to instal and operate a small plant of

this character later, when the hydraulic laboratory is established at the river,

and water can be pumped for the purposes of the station at a relatively

small additional cost.

THE FOUR YEAR COURSE IN THE DEPARTMENT OF LAW

The present year has witnessed the final step in the establishment of

the new entrance requirement to the Law Department which was under-

taken by the Faculty and Regents several years ago. This, in effect, provides

that every student in the Law Department from now on shall have had at

least one year in the Literary Department, or its equivalent elsewhere, and

places the course of the Law Department practically upon the four year

basis of the other schools in the University.

Notice of this impending change undoubtedly brought a number of

students to the University last year who wished to enter under the old rule,

and a corresponding decrease was expected this Fall in the number of men

entering. Nevertheless, while this falling-off in registration took place, as

shown in the following report from Dean Henry M. Bates of the Law De-

partment, presented to the Regents at their meeting of November 15, the

decrease was not as large as the department had reason to expect.

An analysis of the new men in the Law Department shows that no

colleges are represented in the Freshman class, as well as 44 states and 4
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foreign countries, indicating something of the sweep of the Department's

field.

The report as presented to the Regents follows:

Our new entrance requirement of one year of college work went into

effect this fall, and I wish to report briefly to your Board concerning its

effect and operation. I may say in the first place that I endeavored to ad-

minister this entrance requirement with discretion and yet with sufficient

rigidity to keep out undesirable students. A large number of applications

from students whose work nominally included one year of college work, but

which in reality was not the fair equivalent of such work, or who came from

colleges whose standards were so poor that we could not recognize them,

were excluded. It would have been very easy to keep nominally within our

rule and yet have had a much larger class.

One hundred and sixty students were admitted on this basis to the first

year class as candidates for a degree. Last year the number of first year
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men admitted was two hundred and eighty-one. This shows a falling off

of one hundred and twenty-one, much less than I had anticipated. The fol-

lowing table shows the number of first year men admitted for the last five

years:

YEAR NO. OF STUDENTS

IOO7-IO08 309

1908-1909 293

I909-I9IO 274

I9IO-I9II 274

I9II-I9I2 281

This loss will probably be made up gradually by increasing numbers each

year. The effect of the new requirement, in my judgment, has been wholly

good. I call your attention to the following facts:

1. A large number of students were forced by this requirement to

enter the Department of Literature, Science and the Arts last year, and the

same is of course true this year. I have heard the number estimated at not

less than one hundred for the present year. This represents an attendance

which the Literary Department otherwise would not have received.

2. All of our Faculty who are teaching first year classes report that it

is unquestionably the best prepared and ablest class we have had. This

has permitted a raising of the standard of class room discussion and con-

sequently has improved the mental disciplinary processes which our students

are subjected to.

3. The class, in the matter of attention and earnestness, is exception-

ally good.

4. The fact that practically all of the leading law schools had increased

their entrance requirements before we did, was beginning to draw college

graduates to those schools and away from us. A great many dull and super-

ficial students survive a high school course, but most of these are cut out

by the college year required. Consequently our present class is almost

totally lacking in the dull, unintelligent students who do so much to depress

standards of class room work and to drive to other law schools bright,

well trained and ambitious students.
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5. While from one point of view a decrease of attendance is regret-

table, yet it is to be said that our classes have been too large, and that the

reduction in size of the first year class is resulting in more efficient instruc-

tion.

6. The history of every good law school, in which the requirements

for admission have been advanced with discretion, shows that professional

students appreciate merit and quality and in large numbers seek the school

in which they find these things. The fact that the Harvard Law School now

leads all first class schools in attendance is undoubtedly due to the fact that

it early increased its entrance requirements and its standards of work. We

are already finding evidence that our increase in entrance requirements is

attracting to us a strong type of students.

Finally, I feel positive that this law school will achieve the best results,

including reputation, numbers and power for good, not only in the profes-

sion, but in the community, by catering to students capable of strong work
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and of leadership at the bar rather than by seeking large numbers of stu-

dents through low standards of admission. There is every evidence that our

present student body is appreciative of these facts and heartily approves of

the advance in requirements. Numerous letters from alumni bring mes-

sages to the same effect.

Henry M. Bates.

THE 1912 FOOTBALL SEASON

The performances of the Michigan football team during the present

season have shown a combination of great ability and great inconsistency.

In nearly every game played by the team there has been an indication of

ability almost to duplicate the brilliant performances of our greatest teams,

but in every game there has also been an exhibition of lack of team work,

lack of co-ordination, and in most games, an apparent lack of knowledge

of football. rudiments. The in-and-out performances of the team in the

early part of the season have been noted in the last number of The Alum-

nus. In the Syracuse game, after a brilliant start, which apparently played

the Syracuse team off its feet, "something happened," and in the latter part

of the game, Syracuse scored almost at will against our team.

In the South Dakota game on the succeeding Saturday, Michigan was

outplayed from the first. The South Dakota team, in addition to playing

an excellent game on the offense, scoring a touchdown early in the game,

out-charged our line on defense, and was able to break up the Michigan

plays before they were started, or before they reached the line. It was only

by virtue of a poor kick by the South Dakota fullback that Michigan was

able to get near enough to score a touchdown in the last few minutes of

play, from which goal was kicked, thus winning a victory by a count of

7 to 6.

The Pennsylvania game on November 9, at Philadelphia, gave an indi-

cation of the same inconsistency. Playing in the first quarter and the first

part of the second quarter the most brilliant football that it has exhibited

